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CHIEF KEMLY: This is Battalion Chief 

Ronald Kemly. Today's date is January 24th, 

2002. The time is 1350. I'm conducting an 

interview with the following individual, 

Firefighter William Cimillo of Ladder 

Company 49, from the Fire Department, City 

of New York. The interview is taking place 

in the quarters of Engine 68 in the Bronx, 
regarding the events of September 11th, 

2001. 

Q. Would you please tell me what happened 
to you on September 11th, 2001. 

A. I was working on the engine for a guy, 
one of the members here, who went away. We had 
an accident on the Degan. About 8:30 in the 
morning. We came back approximately quarter to 
9, when they sent us right back out. We noticed 
on TV that there was an incident down at the 
World Trade Center. We heard something over the 
radio, but we didn't know exactly what it was. 
When we got here, we realized what had happened 
was a plane had hit the World Trade Center. 

They sent us, 68 Engine, down to -- we 


originally thought we were going all the way down 
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to the World Trade Center, they sent us toa 
staging area at 35 Engine in Manhattan. We got 
there and were there for maybe five minutes. A 
bunch of Bronx companies were there, about five 
of us, five companies: 83, ours, 64, somebody 
else. I don't know who it was. 

When we got there, we were there for 
five minutes. They sent us right down, right 
down to the World Trade Center, on the west side. 
We responded down there. It took us a little 
while to get down there. 

On the way down there, the first 
building had come down. We had no idea that the 
first building had come down at that point. We 
were on the rig. We heard something about a 
collapse, but everybody was thinking that it was 
just a floor or whatever. 

We had no idea the first building had 
come down, or even that that first building was 
-- ah, that the second building was struck by a 
plane. We had no idea. 

We get down to West Street, and there 
was emergency vehicles everywhere. So we had to 


park maybe eight blocks away. I'm estimating 
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about eight blocks away. 

We grabbed our gear. We looked up and 
saw how much fire was in tower two, which was the 
building that got struck first. Since we were on 
the west side and that was the north tower, 
that's the building we could see clearly. We saw 
fire everywhere. 

So we started grabbing our rollups. We 
figured we were going to hump -- have to put out 
some of the fire, realizing we're going to have 
to walk up numerous flights. We put our masks 
on, we grabbed our rollups, grabbed all our tools 
that we knew we were gonna need and proceeded to 
walk down West Street. As I said, we were parked 
pretty far back because there were so many 
emergency vehicles there. 

I guess in the time it took us to go 
from 35 Engine to where we were, tower one had 
already collapsed, which we had no idea that that 
building was even down at that point. Nobody 
translated anything to us what had happened. 

We were walking down there. They're 
like, "You're going into tower two. Get up as 


far as you can and help out." We're walking down 
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the block. We get to about -- less than half a 
block away from tower two, and I just remember 
looking up and the top of the building just 
teetered and I saw the radio tower wobble and the 
whole building just came down on top of everybody 
that was there. 

There were companies that I don't know 
who they were that were 30 yards ahead of us that 
were a little bit unfortunate because they got 
caught. We were just further up behind to turn 
around. There had to be about 50 of us turned 
and ran in every direction we possibly can to 
save our lives. 

The whole building came down. We got 
engulfed with that plume of smoke and debris and 
clouds, the cloud of dust. I finally made it 
into the lobby of a building, I think up by 
Stuyvesant High School. 

I met up with the lieutenant and 
started looking for the members I was with. It 
took us about an hour or so to find everybody. 
Thank God everybody was all right. 

We went back down afterwards. We 


dropped all our equipment when we ran, 
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everything. Everything we had in our hands, we 
just dropped we lost our masks, our rollups, 
everything. So we had no equipment at that time. 

We went down to see what else we could 
do, but it was complete mayhem at that point. 
Then we went back to Stuyvesant High School and 
met up with everybody, and they just told us stay 
here, stay here, stay here. And we stayed there 
the rest of the day. 

Q. Those companies that were in front of 
you, could they have been some of those Bronx 
companies that responded with you? 

A. I'm not sure. I really can't tell. 
There were so many guys there and too many 
companies. Basically the Bronx companies that 
responded, we stayed in a group as we went down, 
because we all responded at the same time. We 
stayed in a group, and we were walking down West 
Street. We were just about to enter the building 
when it came down on top of us. 

Q. Who was your lieutenant that you 
said -- 

A. Lieutenant Zanat. 


Q. And he basically stayed with you the 
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rest of the day too? 

A. Pretty much, yes. 

Q. Okay. Unless you have something 
further, if you remember anybody else that was 
there that you saw. 

A. The usual stuff. You see guys you know 
when you respond to these things. Other than 
that -- it was just complete chaos. 

Q. Okay. If you have any else -- if you 
don't, then the interview is over. 

A. That's it. 

Q. Okay. Thank you. 


A. Thank you. 


